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[2] Minimal Risk Levels (MRLs) – For Professionals|Toxic Substances Portal|ATSDR (cdc.gov) 
[3] Hydrogen sulf ide CASRN 7783-06-4 | DTXSID4024149 | IRIS | US EPA, ORD 

[4] About Acute Exposure Guideline Levels (AEGLs) | US EPA 

 
- Suggested that for Total Volatile Organic Compounds (TVOC) the Air Quality Objective 

(AQO) for benzene is used as a conservative comparison. We recognise that it is unlikely that 

all/any VOCs would be benzene, but assuming that all VOC is benzene represents a worst-
case scenario. However, if Wrexham CBC can make an informed estimation of what VOCs 
are likely to be present another standard could be used.   

- Advised that the limited data that are available suggests the long-term (lifetime) health risk is 
low, but that the local community may be experiencing odour annoyance. 

 

We have not had discussion around monitoring of particulate matter (PM); this is because hydrogen 
sulphide odour occurs as a gas.   

We advised Wrexham CBC that PHW need not be informed of routine findings unless the data shows 
significant concerns e.g. concentrations are routinely above the exposure standards in table 1.   
 
We have also advised that the following should be issued to the public when odours occur: -  

Bad smells can sometimes make people feel unwell, we would expect this to be short-term 
and for the feeling to pass when the smell has gone. Closing windows and doors when smells 
are present, and opening them again when the smell has passed, can reduce exposure to 
smells and health effects. 

 

We advise that anyone concerned about their health should seek medical attention.  

 

 

Kristian James MPH CEnvH 

Principal Environmental Public Health Specialist / Prif Arbenigwr Iechyd Cyhoeddus 
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